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Abstract: The present study was undertaken to study the academic cheating among senior secondary 
students in relation to their home environment. Academic cheating was treated as dependent variable 
whereas home environment was treated as independent variable. Descriptive survey method was used for the 
present study. Random sampling technique was used to select the sample for the present study. The sample 
comprised of 600 senior secondary students of private schools affiliated to Central Board of School 
Education (CBSE). Academic cheating scale by Kalia and Kirandeep (2011) and Home environment 
inventory by Mishra (2012) were used to study the academic cheating among senior secondary students in 
relation to their home environment. Mean, Standard deviation, ‘t’ test and co-efficient of correlation (r) 
were used to analyse the data. The findings of the study revealed that significant difference was found in the 
academic cheating of senior secondary school students with high and low home environment. It was also 
found that the academic cheating of male, female, rural, urban senior secondary school students with high 
and low home environment differ significantly. Significant relationship was found between academic 
cheating and home environment of senior secondary school students. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Academic cheating is not a new phenomenon. In 
fact, it is a well-known problem in many countries, 
as well as in the India. Now a day it has become a 
serious problem at schools and colleges.  Sierra and 
Hyman (2008) defined academic cheating as an 
effort used by individuals to use data or resources 
on exams illegally for example, copying another 
student‟s answer or written work (plagiarized) to 
get some academic credit although they 
acknowledge those behaviour are wrong. It can 
take many forms, including sharing another‟s work, 
purchase a term paper or test in advance, paying 
another to do the work for you, plagiarism etc. 
Robert (2002) said that there are many reasons that 
students justify for cheating: lack of time, poverty, 
uncaring instructors, laziness, peer pressure, poor 
role model, fear of failure, and technology etc. 
Various other factors including desire to get good 
marks are responsible for increasing problem of 
cheating. Increasing pressure by parents and 
teachers on the child, home environment, peer 
pressure, maturity level, school environment, 
academic anxiety, learning style etc. are 
responsible for it. 
The home environment means the family 
background of the students; this includes all the 
human and material resources present at the home 
that affects the student‟s education and living e.g. 
the parent‟s level of education, their occupation, 
socio-economic status and socializing facilities 
available in the house.  Unniyl and Beena (1989) 
defined home environment as an interpersonal 
relationship between parents and child. Home 
Environment includes the parents attitude towards 
the child relative to freedom versus restriction, 
dominance versus submission, acceptance versus 
rejection, trust versus distrust, warmth versus 
coldness, expectations versus hopelessness, open 
communication versus cold communication. Some 
parents place an immense pressure on their children 
to perform better in the classroom. This pressure 
also goes high when parents compare the 
performance of their children with the performance 
of his siblings. Due to this pressure, the child may 
break and cheat in the class tests or in the annual 
examination to achieve a high score. 
VARIABLES USED  
Independent Variable: Home Environment 
Dependent Variable: Academic Cheating  
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
1. To study the academic cheating of senior 
secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
2. To study the academic cheating of male 
senior secondary school students with 
high and low home environment. 
3. To study the academic cheating of female 
senior secondary school students with 
high and low home environment. 
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4. To study the academic cheating of rural 
senior secondary school students with 
high and low home environment. 
5. To study the academic cheating of urban 
senior secondary school students with 
high and low home environment. 
6. To study the relationship between 
academic cheating and home environment 
of senior secondary school students. 
HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY 
1. There exists no significant difference in 
the academic cheating of senior secondary 
school students with high and low home 
environment. 
2. There exists no significant difference in 
the academic cheating of male senior 
secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
3. There exists no significant difference in 
the academic cheating of female senior 
secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
4. There exists no significant difference in 
the academic cheating of rural senior 
secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
5. There exists no significant difference in 
the academic cheating of urban senior 
secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
6. There exists no significant relationship 
between academic cheating and home 
environment of senior secondary school 
students. 
METHOD 
Descriptive survey method was used in the present 
study. 
SAMPLE 
The sample for this study consisted of 600 senior 
secondary school students affiliated to C.B.S.E. 
selected on the basis of random sampling method. 
TOOLS USED 
1. Academic Cheating Scale by Kalia and 
Kirandeep (2011). The odd items versus 
even items were correlated using 
Spearman Brown Split Half method and 
also Guttman‟s Split Half method. The 
Spearman Brown coefficient was .87 and 
Guttman Split Half Coefficient was .86 
and the Cronbachs‟ alpha was .91 
suggesting the high reliability of the scale. 
On the basis of face validity and content 
validity, it appears reasonable to agree that 
Academic Cheating scale measures 
academic cheating among adolescents. 
2. Home Environment Inventoryby Mishra 
(2012) was used to measure the 
psychosocial climate of home as perceived 
by children. It provides a measure of the 
quality and quantity of the cognitive, 
emotional and social support that has been 
available to the child within the home. The 
inventory has 100 items belonging to ten 
dimensions of home environment. These 
are: a) control, b) protectiveness, c) 
punishment, d) conformity, e) social 
isolation, f) reward, g) deprivation of 
privileges, h) nurturance, i) rejection, j) 
permissiveness. Each item is to be 
answered with the help of 5 point scale 
ranging from 4 to 0. Split half reliability 
coefficients for ten components of Home 
Environment Inventory range from 0.73 to 
0.95. Home environment Inventory has 
been found to possess content validity as 
measured with the help of views expressed 
by judges. 
STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES USED 
Descriptive Statistics: Mean, Standard deviation 
were used to describe the characteristics of the 
sample. 
Inferential Statistics: Correlation (r)  and „t‟ test 
were used to draw inferences. 
DATA ANALYSIS & INTERPRETATION 
1. To study the academic cheating of 
senior secondary school students with 
high and low home environment. 
For the purpose of studying the difference between 
academic cheating of senior secondary school 
students with high and low home environment, the 
following null hypothesis was formulated: 
There is no significant difference in academic 
cheating of senior secondary school students with 
high and low home environment. 
To test the null hypothesis, Mean, Standard 
Deviation, Standard Error of Mean, t-value, 
degrees of freedom (df), and level of significance 
of the scores obtained from academic cheating 
scale was calculated with respect to home 
environment. The results are presented in Table 1. 
Table 1 
Descriptive statistics related to the Academic Cheating of Senior Secondary School Students with High and Low 
home environment 
Group (Home Environment) 
 
N Mean SD ‘t’ value 
Level of 
Significance 
High home environment 180 52.4 19.53 13.3** Significant 
 Low home environment 180 82.6 23.57 
** Significant at .01 level             * Significant at .05 level          NS-Not significant  
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Fig. 1:  Home Environment wise Mean Academic Cheating scores and SDs of Senior Secondary School 
Students 
From the Table 1 and Fig.1, it can be observed that the t-value of 13.3 was found significant at 0.01 levels with 
358 degrees of freedom, which indicates that the academic cheating of senior secondary school students with 
high and low home environment differ significantly. So, the null hypothesis i.e. there exists no significant 
difference in the academic cheating of senior secondary school students with high and low home environment, is 
rejected. Thus, we can say that academic cheating is affected by home environment. In terms of Mean, it can be 
seen that mean academic cheating score of senior secondary school students with high home environment i.e. 
52.4 has been found lesser than that of senior secondary school students with low home environment i.e. 82.6. 
This difference in the mean scores can be due to the reason that home environment has the greatest influence on 
the perpetuation of the individual behaviour and senior secondary school students with high home environment 
get social support in the home which results in social maturity and less involvement in academic cheating. 
1. To study the academic cheating of male senior secondary school students with high and low home 
environment. 
For the purpose of studying the difference between academic cheating of male senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment, the following null hypothesis was formulated: 
There is no significant difference in academic cheating of male senior secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
To test the null hypothesis, Mean, Standard Deviation, Standard Error of Mean, t-value, degrees of freedom (df), 
and level of significance of the scores of male senior secondary school students obtained from academic 
cheating scale was calculated with respect to home environment. The results are presented in Table 2: 
Table 2 
Descriptive statistics related to the Academic Cheating of Male Senior Secondary School Students with 
High and Low home environment 
Group (Home 
Environment) 
N Mean SD ‘t’ value Level of Significance 
High home environment 100 50.78 18.06  
11.0** 
Significant 
 Low home environment 100 79.95 19.5 
** Significant at .01 level              * Significant at .05 level          NS-Not significant  
 
High home environment Low home environment
52.4 
82.6 
19.53 
23.57 
Mean
SD
High home environment Low home environment
50.78 79.95 
18.06 19.5 
Mean
SD
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Fig. 2:  Home Environment wise Mean Academic Cheating scores and SDs of Male Senior Secondary 
School Students 
From the Table 2 and Fig.2, it can be observed that the t-value of 11.0 was found significant at 0.01 levels with 
198 degrees of freedom, which indicates that the academic cheating of male senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment differ significantly. So, the null hypothesis i.e. there exists no significant 
difference in the academic cheating of male senior secondary school students with high and low home 
environment, is rejected. Thus, we can say that academic cheating of male senior secondary school students is 
affected by home environment. In terms of Mean, it can be seen that mean academic cheating score of male 
senior secondary school students with high home environment i.e. 50.78 has been found lesser than that of male 
senior secondary school students with low home environment i.e. 79.95. This difference in the mean scores can 
be due to the reason that high home environment help to develop the children who are responsible and self-
controlled. Thus, male senior secondary school students with high home environment are able to keep their 
disruptive emotions and impulses in control than male senior secondary school students with low home 
environment. 
1. To study the academic cheating of female senior secondary school students with high and low 
home environment. 
For the purpose of studying the difference between academic cheating of female senior secondary school 
students with high and low home environment, the following null hypothesis was formulated: 
There is no significant difference in academic cheating of female senior secondary school students with high 
and low home environment. 
To test the null hypothesis, Mean, Standard Deviation, Standard Error of Mean, t-value, degrees of freedom (df), 
and level of significance of the scores of female senior secondary school students obtained from academic 
cheating scale was calculated with respect to home environment. The results are presented in Table 3: 
Table 3 
Descriptive statistics related to the Academic Cheating of Female Senior Secondary School Students with 
High and Low home environment 
Group (Home 
Environment) 
N Mean SD ‘t’ value 
Level of 
Significance 
High home environment 
 
80 51.29 27.29  
 
9.46** 
Significant 
 
Low home environment 80 85.92 18.23 
** Significant at .01 level              * Significant at .05 level          NS-Not significant  
 
Fig. 3:  Home Environment wise Mean Academic Cheating scores and SDs of Female Senior Secondary 
School Students 
From the Table 3 and Fig. 3, it can be observed that the t-value of 9.46 was found significant at 0.01 levels with 
158 degrees of freedom, which indicates that the academic cheating of female senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment differ significantly. So, the null hypothesis i.e. there exists no significant 
difference in the academic cheating of female senior secondary school students with high and low home 
environment, is rejected. Thus, we can say that academic cheating of female senior secondary school students is 
affected by home environment. In terms of Mean, it can be seen that mean academic cheating score of female 
senior secondary school students with high home environment i.e. 51.29  has been found lesser than that of 
female senior secondary school students with low home environment i.e. 85.92. This difference in the mean 
High home environment Low home environment
51.29 85.92 
27.29 18.23 
Mean
SD
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scores can be due to the reason that female senior secondary school students with high home environment are 
aware about their values and do not like to break them by getting involved in academic cheating.  
1. To study the academic cheating of rural senior secondary school students with high and low 
home environment. 
For the purpose of studying the difference between academic cheating of rural senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment, the following null hypothesis was formulated: 
There is no significant difference in academic cheating of rural senior secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
To test the null hypothesis, Mean, Standard Deviation, Standard Error of Mean, t-value, degrees of freedom (df), 
and level of significance of the scores of rural senior secondary school students obtained from academic 
cheating scale was calculated with respect to home environment. The results are presented in Table 4. 
Table 4 
Descriptive statistics related to the Academic Cheating of Rural Senior Secondary School Students with 
High and Low home environment 
Group (Home Environment) N Mean SD ‘t’ value 
Level of 
Significance 
High home environment 
95 51.40 18.26  
10.14** 
Significant 
 
Low home environment 
95 82.76 24.02 
** Significant at .01 level              * Significant at .05 level          NS-Not significant  
 
Fig. 4:  Home Environment wise Mean Academic Cheating scores and SDs of Rural Senior Secondary 
School Students 
From the Table 4 and Fig. 4 it can be observed that the t-value of 10.14 was found significant at 0.01 levels with 
188 degrees of freedom, which indicates that the academic cheating of rural senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment differ significantly. So, the null hypothesis i.e. there exists no significant 
difference in the academic cheating of rural senior secondary school students with high and low home 
environment, is rejected. Thus, we can say that academic cheating of rural senior secondary school students is 
affected by home environment. In terms of Mean, it can be seen that mean academic cheating score of rural 
senior secondary school students with high home environment i.e.51.40 has been found lesser than that of rural 
senior secondary school students with low home environment i.e. 82.76. This difference in the mean scores can 
be due to the reason that the students with high home environment get a warm and supportive environment 
which affects the moral and ethical values of the child and result in diminishing the bad habits like academic 
cheating. 
2. To study the academic cheating of urban senior secondary school students with high and low 
home environment. 
For the purpose of studying the difference between academic cheating of urban senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment, the following null hypothesis was formulated: 
High home environment Low home environment
51.4 
82.76 18.26 
24.02 
Mean
SD
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There is no significant difference in academic cheating of urban senior secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
To test the null hypothesis, Mean, Standard Deviation, Standard Error of Mean, t-value, degrees of freedom (df), 
and level of significance of the scores of urban senior secondary school students obtained from academic 
cheating scale was calculated with respect to home environment. The results are presented in Table 5: 
Table 5 
Descriptive statistics related to the Academic Cheating of Urban Senior Secondary School Students with 
High and Low home environment 
Group (Home 
Environment) 
 
N Mean SD ‘t’ value 
Level of 
Significance 
High home environment 
 
85 51.96 19.69  
9.30** 
Significant 
 
Low home environment 
85 82.49 23.14 
** Significant at .01 level              * Significant at .05 level          NS-Not significant  
 
Fig. 5:  Home Environment wise Mean Academic Cheating scores and SDs ofUrban Senior Secondary 
School Students 
From the Table 5 and Fig. 5, it can be observed that the t-value of 9.30 was found significant at 0.01 levels with 
168 degrees of freedom, which indicates that the academic cheating of urban senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment differ significantly. So, the null hypothesis i.e. there exists no significant 
difference in the academic cheating of urban senior secondary school students with high and low home 
environment, is rejected. Thus, we can say that academic cheating is affected by home environment. In terms of 
Mean, it can be seen that mean academic cheating score of urban senior secondary school students with high 
home environment i.e.51.96  has been found lesser than that of urban senior secondary school students with low 
home environment i.e. 82.49. All know that life in the urban areas is full of stress. Those parents who provide 
high home environment help the child pass through this transitory phase. Due to this help and support in the 
family child develop positive habits and do not get involve in academic cheating. Lau and Kwok (2000) also 
concluded that a cohesive, orderly and achieving family environment is conductive to more positive 
development among adolescents. 
2. To study the relationship between academic cheating and home environment of senior secondary 
school students. 
For the purpose of studying the relationship between academic cheating and home environment of senior 
secondary school students, the following null hypothesis was formulated: 
There is no significant relationship between academic cheating and home environment of senior secondary 
school students. 
Table 6 
Coefficient of Correlation between Academic Cheating and Home environment of Senior Secondary 
School Students 
Sr. No. Variables N Coefficients of Correlation 
1. Academic Cheating 600  
-0.129* 2. Home Environment 600 
** Significant at .01 level             * Significant at .05 level          NS-Not significant  
High home environment Low home environment
51.96 
82.49 
19.69 
23.14 
Mean
SD
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A Perusal of Table 6 indicates that the coefficient 
of correlation between academic cheating and 
home environment is 0.129 which is significant at 
.01 level of significance. So the null hypothesis 
“There exists no significant relationship between 
academic cheating and home environment of senior 
secondary school students” is rejected. The 
magnitude of „r‟ indicates negative correlation 
which means that increase in home environment 
scores leads to decrease in academic cheating 
scores and vice versa. Thus, we can conclude that 
with the increase in home environment scores of 
senior secondary school students there will be 
decrease in their academic cheating and vice-versa. 
This can be due to the reason that in congenial 
home environment student can concentrate on their 
study and concentration in study will result in more 
learning. If learning is there, there will be no need 
of academic cheating. 
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 
 A significant difference was found in the 
academic cheating of senior secondary 
school students with high and low home 
environment. 
 It was found that the academic cheating of 
male senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment 
differ significantly. 
 A significant difference was found in the 
academic cheating of female senior 
secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
 It was found that the academic cheating of 
rural senior secondary school students 
with high and low home environment 
differ significantly. 
 A significant difference was found in the 
academic cheating of urban senior 
secondary school students with high and 
low home environment. 
 It was found that there exists significant 
relationship between academic cheating 
and home environment of senior 
secondary school students. 
CONCLUSION: Home environment plays an 
important role in the life of an individual. The 
present findings point out the importance of home 
environment in understanding and predicting 
cheating behaviour among students.The present 
study revealed that academic cheating of senior 
secondary school students with high and low home 
environment differ significantly. It was found that 
low or negative atmosphere of the home can 
contribute to the rise of academic cheating. Healthy 
and congenial home environment makes a child 
happy, relaxed, cooperative, motivated for study 
and disciplined. On the other hand, an unhealthy 
home environment makes the child mentally upset, 
tense, nervous, imitable, and disinterested in 
studies. So, the child should provide such an 
atmosphere at home that the child grows so 
perfectly who turns out to be a responsible and 
mature individual who can handle situations with 
maturity without getting involved in anti-social 
activities like academic cheating. Parents at home 
should understand the kind of changes a child is 
going through and the kind of pressures he face in 
his every day activities.  They should try to avoid 
the factors that can cause stress and pressure in the 
child and also act as the facilitators for their 
children in helping them in handling such 
situations.  
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